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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

1 . This office action is in response to the amendment filed on June 25, 2004. The 

amendment filed on June 25, 2004 has been entered and made of record. Claims 1-2, 
4-7, 9-15, 17-25 and 27-32 are presented for further consideration and examination. 



Response to Argument 

2. The Applicants 1 arguments and amendments filed on June 25, 2004 have been fully 
considered, but they are not persuasive. 

3. With regard to claims 1 Hand 24 , the Applicants point out that: 

• All the independent claims in the application are distinguishable from the Nguyen 
patent in that they call for an option selection display screen for user preselection 
of options and for displaying the initial information in a screen separate from the 
option display screen. Independent claim 14 further distinguishes in that it calls 
for functions to be performed in a server intermediate the network and the client 
machine: in the Nguyen patent there is no server intermediate the network and 
the client machine performing such function (see Figure 1). 

However, the Examiner finds that the Applicants' arguments are not persuasive and 
maintains that the Nguyen reference does disclose, 
Nguyen (US006584498B2) teaches, 

• providing an option selection display screen for user preselection of options 
establishing priority criteria to be used in downloading of information to the client 
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machine in anticipation of its presentation to the user; (Nguyen, Nguyen, col.7, 
lines 9-23, lines 33-53; Nguyen discloses that "the operator may explicitly selects 
a set of preloading preferences and priorities" (lines 1 3-1 4) and the fact that the 
client "stores the preloading preferences and their relative priorities" (lines 17-18) 
shows that the Nguyen invention allows the operator to select the preloading 
preferences from the available choices and further specify their loading priorities. 
Also, the preference selection step takes place before the operator selects an 
information page; therefore it can be interpreted that the selection of the 
preloading preferences is presented separately from the selected information 
page. Furthermore, it is well known in the art to present the operator with a 
separate window for selecting preferences or making configuration changes) 
In summary, the Examiner maintains that Nguyen does disclose a step that present 
to the operator a separate window for making the preloading preferences and their 
relative priorities. Therefore, the Applicants still failed to clearly disclose the novelty 
of the invention and identify specific limitation, which would define patentable 
distinction over prior art. 



• Independent claim 14 further distinguishes in that it calls for functions to be 
performed in a server intermediate the network and the client machine: in the 
Nguyen patent there is no server intermediate the network and the client 
machine performing such function (see Figure 1). 
In response to applicant's arguments, the recitation that "calls for functions to be 
performed in a server intermediate the network and the client machine" has not been 
given patentable weight because the recitation occurs in the preamble. A preamble 



4. 



With regard to claim 14 , the Applicants point out that: 
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is generally not accorded any patentable weight where it merely recites the purpose 
of a process or the intended use of a structure, and where the body of the claim does 
not depend on the preamble for completeness but, instead, the process steps or 
structural limitations are able to stand alone. See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 
USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 
(CCPA 1951 ). Therefore, the Applicants still failed to clearly disclose the novelty of 
the invention and identify specific limitation, which would define patentable distinction 
over prior art. 

5. With regard to claims 2, 4-7. 9-13. 15. 17-23. 25 and 27-32 , they are rejected at least by 
virtual of their dependency on the independent claims and by other reasons set forth in 
the previous office action. Accordingly, rejections for claims 2, 4-7, 9-13, 15, 17-23, 25 
and 27-32 are presented as below: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

7. Claims 1-2. 4-7. 9-15. 17-25 and 27-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Nguyen (US006584498B2). 

8. With regard to claims 1-2. 11-12. 14-15 and 24-25 . Nguyen reference discloses, 

• a) providing an option selection display screen for user preselection of options 
establishing priority criteria to be used in downloading of information to the client 
machine in anticipation of its presentation to the user; (Nguyen, Nguyen, col.7, 
lines 9-23, lines 33-53; Nguyen discloses that "the operator may explicitly selects 
a set of preloading preferences and priorities" (lines 13-14) and the fact that the 
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client "stores the preloading preferences and their relative priorities" (lines 17-18) 
shows that the Nguyen invention allows the operator to select the preloading 
preferences from the available choices and further specify their loading priorities. 
Also, the preference selection step takes place before the operator selects an 
information page; therefore it can be interpreted that the selection of the 
preloading preferences is presented separately from the selected information 
page. Furthermore, it is well known in the art to present the operator with a 
separate window for selecting preferences or making configuration changes) 

• b) downloading of initial information from the network to the client machine; 
(Nguyen, col.1, line 50 - col. 2, line 9; col.3, line 44- col.4, line 16; fig.1) 

• c) displaying in a screen separate from the option selection screen of the initial 
information on the client's machine by a browser; (Nguyen, col.1 , line 50 - col.2, 
line 9; col.3, line 44 - col.4, line 16; fig . 1 ) 

• d) automatically checking of the initial information for the presence of links to 
other sets of information at a point no later than the display of the information in 
step b); (Nguyen, col.1, line 50 -col.2, line 9; col.4, lines 26-40; fig. 1) 

• e) automatically assigning of priorities to the links identified based on the options 
preselected by the user; (Nguyen, col.4, lines 26-40; col. 6, lines 49-59; col. 7, 
lines 13-23; fig.1) 

• f) automatically downloading to the client's machine during display of the initial 
information of the sets of information assigned to the links in accordance with the 
priorities of the sets of information. (Nguyen, col.1, line 50 - col.2, line 9; col. 5, 
lines 58-63; col.6, lines 49-59; fig.1) 
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• g) selecting and displaying on the client's machine a set of information from step 
f) (Nguyen, col.1, line 50 - col.2, line 9; col. 5, lines 58-63; col.6, lines 36-46; 
fig.1) 

• h) repeating steps d) to f) of the method for this set of information. (Nguyen, 
col.1, line 50 - col.2, line 9; col. 5, lines 58-63; col.6, lines 36-46; fig.1) 

9. With regard to claims 4-6, 17-19 and 27-28 , Nguyen reference discloses the invention 
substantially as claimed, 

See claims 1, 14 and 24 rejection as detailed above. 
Furthermore, Nguyen reference discloses, 

• wherein the assigning of a priority includes expanding the links to include priority 
information provided by the author of the set of information concerned. (Nguyen, 
col.1, line 50 -col.2, line 9; col.6, lines 49-59; col.7, lines 13-23; fig.1) 

• including the step the option selection display screen providing the option of 
assigning priority to the links in a purely sequential order. (Nguyen, col.6, lines 
49-59; col.7, lines 13-23; col.8, lines 1-19; fig.1) 

10. With regard to claims 7, 20 and 29 , Nguyen reference discloses the invention 
substantially as claimed, 

See claims 1, 14 and 24 rejection as detailed above. 
Furthermore, Nguyen reference discloses, 

• including the steps of performing the assignment of priorities to the links by 
analysing user behaviour by means of a data mining program, (Nguyen, col.6, 
lines 49-59; col.7, line 54 - col.8, line 9; fig.1 ) 
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• storing all the sets of information downloaded from the network, or parts thereof, 
on the client's machine, (Nguyen, col.1 f line 50 - col.2, line 9; col.5 f lines 58-63; 
col. 6, lines 49-59; fig. 1 ) 

• using a data mining program for accessing this information and analysing it 
statistically, and creating a sequence of priorities for the links by using an add-on 
program or browser extension. (Nguyen, col.6, lines 49-59; col.7, line 54 - col. 8, 
line 9; fig. 1) 

1 1 . With regard to claims 9-10, 13. 21-23 and 30-32 , Nguyen reference discloses the 
invention substantially as claimed, 

See claims 1, 14 and 24 rejection as detailed above. 
Furthermore, Nguyen reference discloses, 

• purely sequential downloading of links on a centre/top-down/bottom-up basis; 
(Nguyen, col.6, lines 49-59; col.7, lines 13-23; col. 8, lines 1-19; fig.1) 

• downloading of sets of information whose links include priorities down to a lowest 
priority which can be decided by the user; (Nguyen, col.1 , line 50 - col.2, line 9; 
col. 5, lines 58-63; col.6, lines 49-59; fig . 1 ) 

• assigning priorities as a result of analysis of user behaviour, set by means of the 
following options: 

o specification of a lowest probability to be specified by user; calculation of 
changeover probability; calculation of site-content probability. (Nguyen, col.6, 
lines 49-59; col.7, line 54 - col. 8, line 9; fig.1 ) 

• including the step of selecting between allowing the user profile to automatically 
assigns a priority to the options selected or permitting the assignment of the 
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priority to be performed by the user. (Nguyen, col.1 , line 50 - col.2, line 9; col.6, 
lines 49-59; col.7, lines 9-23; fig.1) 



Conclusion 

12. Applicants amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



1 3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thomas Duong whose telephone number is 571/272-391 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30AM - 4:00PM. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, David A Wiley can 
be reached on 571/272-3923. The fax phone numbers for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned are 703/872-9306 for regular communications and 
703/872-9306 for After Final communications. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating 
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to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist 
whose telephone number is 571/272-2100. 



Thomas Duong (AU2143) 
October 29, 2004 




